
people are living below the poverty line in our community. 
This number is more than the population of Aylmer, West Lorne, Port 
Stanley and Port Burwell combined. 12,515 

POVERTY COALITION STRATEGY 
Poverty to Possibility 

VISION No person in Elgin—St. Thomas will live in poverty 

MISSION To address the root causes of poverty 

Elgin—St. Thomas Coalition to End Poverty 
2023 Progress Timeline 

FOCUS 
Housing Stability Income Security 

$ 

Food Security 

July 
Recognition of  
10 % Chronic 

Homelessness 
Reduction in the 

Built for Zero 
Canada Campaign  

September 
New Family 

Homelessness 
Stability Worker 
position at YWCA 

funded by STE 
Social Services  

November  
YWCA Winter Coat 
Drive, supported 

by Goodwill  
Clothing Works, 
distributes over 

700 coats  

October 
The Nameless 

moves into 
their new larger 
location at 552 

Talbot St  

April 
Employment 
Services Elgin 
hosts a busy 

community-wide 
job fair in St 

Thomas  

September 
Indwell opens 45 

supportive  
housing units at 

The Station 

September 
Community launches 

“A Place Called 
Home - A Community 
Plan for St. Thomas-
Elgin to end Women 

Lead Family 
Homelessness"   

September 
YWCA Family 
Transitional 
Home opens  

October 17 
International 

Day to 
Eradicate 

Poverty with 
Proclamation 
from City Hall  

October 
Community 
Forum for 

Planet Youth 
Model for 

Substance Use 
Prevention 

November 
Living Wage 
Increases to 
$18.85 for 

Elgin-Oxford-
London  

Tuesday, October 10, 2023 
Gathered on World Homelessness Day 

January 
Volunteer-run  
Harvest Hands  

rescues and  
re-distributes the 
equivalent of 65K 

meals monthly  

February 
Recognized as a  

Veteran 
Functional Zero 

Community with 
Built for Zero Canada  

February 

Coldest Night of the Year 
raised over $30,000  

directly supporting the 
Upper Room Emergency 

Overnight Support for 
youth at Youth Unlimited.  



Elgin—St. Thomas Coalition to End Poverty 

For more information contact www.povertycoalition.ca 
WORKING TOGETHER FOR CHANGE 

WORKING TOGETHER 
The Coalition to End Poverty is made up of Elgin St. Thomas citizens, agencies, 
businesses and government representatives.  Our plans and projects align with 

the good work that’s already being done in our community. 

OUR FOCUS 

Housing Stability 
Everyone can find and maintain 
a safe and affordable place to 

call home. 

Food Security 
Everyone has access to accessible 

affordable, sufficient and 
nutritious food. 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 
This year The Inn through our community partnerships helped house over 50 individuals. We connected people to 

new income supports and job opportunities that helped them find strong financial stability.  
 

On October 12, the Community Action Network for Children and Youth Elgin (CAN) hosted a forum 
to discuss the Planet Youth Model for substance prevention. The event was well attended by 72 community 

members from different social sectors including youth, municipal leaders, police, schools, business owners, par-
ents, local doctors, etc. The goal of forum was to determine community investment in adopting this approach to 
substance prevention. Over 30 participants signed on to further the conversation and develop a plan for adoption.  
The momentum of our local work is supported by a Federal commitment to the approach of $21M over the next 5 
years.  
 

As part of the declaration at City Hall, on October 17 International Day to Eradicate  
Poverty local media were in attendance. CTV's Brent Lale created a video piece highlighting the 

experience of poverty for one community member. To read the story or view the video, scan this 
QR code or click here. 

 
St. Thomas-Elgin Data Recording with Built for Zero Canada 
Our community continues to learn, support, and adopt proven practices while utilizing 
real time data to inform system improvement.  
We look forward to many more years of  collective success and engagement with our St. 
Thomas  Elgin community partners,  leadership, and political and key stakeholders as we 

continue to provide resiliency, commitment, and hope.  

$ 

Income Security 
Everyone has access to a Living 

Wage and Employment 
Resources. 

ADVOCATE EDUCATE VISION 

In 2023, we saw more than 170 unique folx, including individuals and families, move 
out of homelessness into housing, comprising 58% of the 295 referred with the year. 

https://london.ctvnews.ca/food-on-the-table-or-rent-tough-choices-as-more-people-living-below-low-income-line-1.6605415

