
Get to Know Your Candidates
An informed community is a stronger community. The Elgin St.
Thomas Coalition to End Poverty believes that when voters have
access to clear information about the issues that matter most, they
can make more informed decisions at the ballot box.

To help support informed voting, we invited all registered candidates
to respond to four questions focused on issues related to poverty,
housing, affordability, and community well-being in Elgin County and
St. Thomas.

This package contains the responses we received from candidates,
along with a brief overview of the Coalition's priorities. Our goal is
not to endorse any candidate or political party, but to provide voters
with information that may help them better understand where
candidates stand on issues that affect our community.

All certified candidates are listed in this package. Where responses
were submitted, they are included as provided by the candidate.
Blank sections indicate that no response was received by the
submission deadline.

We encourage you to review the responses, learn more about the
candidates, and most importantly, participate in the democratic
process by voting.

Together, informed voters help build a stronger, more equitable
community for everyone.
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Elgin St. Thomas Coalition to End Poverty
Our Vision: Elgin St. Thomas is a community where everyone 
has the opportunity to thrive because no one lives in poverty.
Visit our website for more information: povertycoalition.ca

Scan Here 
for more info!



1 Living wages help people meet basic
needs and strengthen local communities.
Municipalities can show leadership by
becoming Certified Living Wage
Employers. Six municipalities in Ontario
have already taken this step.

Please tell us why you would or would not
support St Thomas/your municipality
becoming a Certified Living Wage
Employer?

I’d say that Bayham is a much different beast than St Thomas.
Bayham currently offers few opportunity’s in anything, outside of
farming. Their are however a few select commercial identities in
Bayham that could substantiate such an adoption, however this
leads in to a much broader question: Does the economic climate
in Bayham support this based on a few factors, such as tariffs,
cost of manufacturing and more, supply and demand. I believe
with the right responsible approach, Bayham could eventually
become a CLWE. 

2 It is projected that our region will need
significantly more affordable rental and
supportive housing over the next 10 years.
Municipal tools such as land use,
partnerships, rent supports, and tenant
protections can help address this need.

How would you use municipal tools and
resources to increase affordable housing
and reduce homelessness?

With the provincial zoning set forth regarding Additional Dwelling
Units, it’s possible most certainly that Bayham, can in fact become a
supporter of affordable housing in our region. However, being on
shared services with Malahide has made this task difficult at best to
ensure compliance within the building code for anyone thinking of
creating this sort of supportive housing. There are also water, and
waste water concerns/constraints that limit currently, what Bayham
can contribute. Would I personally like to see an attempt be made
to adopt affordable housing? absolutely, however Bayham needs to
put in some work before this can happen. I hope to be a part of that
resolve. 

3 Food insecurity is growing in our
community, driven by low incomes and
limited access to affordable food.

How would you use municipal planning,
zoning, licensing, and funding to improve
access to affordable food?

There are several volunteer based supports here in Bayham that
exist to help support our residents in obtaining either free, or
subsidized food. We recently obtained a freshly renovated Kitchen
at our Straffordville Community Centre. I’d like to see this
municipally owned asset, assist those in need by either offering free
meals once a week for now, and then potentially offer this facility to
a school like Fanshawe to offer culinary arts. In that, I’d hope to see
funding support a broader spectrum of support for our residents
should they need access to affordable food, or meals.

4 Affordable, reliable transit helps people
get to work, school, appointments, and
other essential services. Transit is a public
service that should serve all residence
equitably. What would you do to improve
transit service and keep it affordable and
accessible?

At this time Bayham does not offer any form of public
transportation. There was however at one point in time a
collaboration with Tillsonburg Transit. It showed unfruitful, and was
abolished shortly after its launch. I would like to see The Municipality
Of Bayham offer semi-weekly transportation accommodations so
residents that do not currently have access to transportation can
easier access council meetings. 

5 Would you support the principles outlined
above if elected?

Unsure
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